
In Zack Snyder’s Batman vs. Superman: Dawn of Justice, (re-
leased in theaters on the 25th of March, 2016) we are given 
a potentially powerful allegory about our real world and why 
more than ever, superpowers just like superheroes must not 
go to war with one another, but join forces so they can be 
ready to face true evil when it finally rears its ugly head.

Like in Dawn of Justice where Superman and Batman are 
itching for a fight, the superpowers of the United States and 
Russia, inch forever closer to a new Cold War.

As the genome of General Zod is fused with the DNA of Lex 
Luthor to create the hideous Doomsday monster, we are 
faced with the potentially disastrous combination of fighting 
a never ending war against terrorism while ignoring the true 
terror inflicting the most damage across our planet; a climate 
in crisis. Could we be unwittingly paving the way for our very 
own Doomsday?

Nuclear War is not a blockbuster movie and USA and Russia are 
not comic book super heroes! Yet it seems as though fantasy 
is shaping reality with loose talk of war between NATO, the 
US and Russia! Let’s hope then that superpowers come to 
the same realization we did at this movie; they must not go 
to war but join forces like Superman and Batman, to take on 

the true enemy; climate crisis! (Doomsday) 

“Every time we hit it, (with weapons) we make it (Doomsday) 
more powerful. “What are you saying?”  “I’m saying it’s unkill-
able”  --Military Commander to the President

The US government in Dawn of Justice, launches a Nuke to 
destroy Doomsday, unlike governments in our world today 
who have nukes to supposedly help them win WWIII, which  
ironically would create a doomsday. After over a decade of 
hitting terrorists in the Middle East, has terror died, or is it 
unkillable with weapons for war?

“You know you can’t win this. It’s suicide.” “He is not our 
enemy.” --Alfred to Bruce Wayne on the prospects of fight-
ing Superman

And like Batman vs. Superman, it would be suicide if NATO 
and the United States ever went to war with Russia.

During their battle, Batman has a flashback of his mom  Mar-
tha, after hearing Superman calling the name of his mother, 
which also happens to be  “Martha.” He sees himself within 
Superman. ”Russians“ a song with lyrics “The Russians Love 
Their Children Too,” was composed by the American Artist 
Sting, who expressed the sentiment saving America from 
a World War Nightmare; that the people of Russia were no 
different than us. Like DOJ, do the US and Russia need to 
wage war before they collectively realize their mother has 
the same name? (Mother Earth)

“I’ve come here to tell them (senators) 
to wake up. This is flesh and blood. 
He has delivered a war here. And this, 
this is what war looks like.”  “There are 
plenty of people who would say sir, 
that he is their hero.” “He is not a hero!” --Wallace Keefe to reporter 

concerning Superman’s war

Is this an expres-
sion of the same 
s e nt i m e nt  wa r 
weary Americans 
voice about why 
they don’t support 
what the military 
is doing in their 

name and what 
the wars threat-
en to turn into?

“How do we de-
termine what’s good? In a democracy, good is a conversation, 
not a unilateral decision. So I urge Superman to come to this hill 
of the people tomorrow, to see those who’ve suffered. The world 
needs to know what happened. And to know what he stands 
for. How far will he take his power? Does he act by our will or by 
his own?” --Senator Finch

The question Dawn of Justice provokes; can America be hero 
without attracting the anti-hero? Can America survive death by 
Doomsday, becoming a hero without need of evil? Can every 
continent and superpower, symbolized by the Justice League, 
(Flash = China, Martian Manhunter=India, Aquaman = Australia, Mera = South America, Batman = Russia, Wonder 

Woman = European Union, Cyborg = Africa, Green Lantern = Antarctica & Superman = America) unite to 
prevent petty wars amongst themselves, so they can be ready 
to fight the greatest evil when it shows up as a climate catas-
trophe out of control? This is the hope Dawn of Justice leaves 
with us; that heroes within every continent will unite so we can 
reach our highest potential as a unified species and prevent the 
nightmare of a self inflicted Doomsday. Only the Justice League 
of Humanity, transcending nations for states, can rise to the 
challenge required of us. I hope you will consider being part of 
a movement greater than yourself and your country, to unite, 
not divide us. Only by working together, can we continue this 
conversation to determine what is good, & find the best within 
America capable of bringing out the best in our world. 

S Y M B O L I S M  &  H I D D E N  M E A N I N G

IN DAWN OF JUSTICE

 One planet indivisible
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Spoilers
Ahead!
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Is it possible the screen-
writers of Dawn of Jus-
tice, intended Superman 
to symbolize America, 
Batman-Russia and Won-
der Woman the European 
Union, to raise the con-
sciousness of moviego-
ers through a compelling 
allegory?

Might Martha Kent & Lois Lane be meant to exemplify the best 
in the feminine side of the polarity between yin and yang?

“When I met your mother, she gave me faith that there’s good 
in this world. She was my world.” --Superman’s Father

“She was my world and you took her from me.” --Superman to 
Batman in a nightmare where Lois Lane is murdered

Batman’s greatest fear expressed in a nightmare, (above im-
age) is that the aftermath of Superman’s battle with Zod (war 
on terror) will lead to the destruction of Lois Lane (left coast) 
leading Superman to turn fascist, (US Evil-Empire) blaming 
Batman (Russia) while seeking to rule the world.

“Civil liberties are being trampled on in your city. Good people living 
in fear.” “He thinks he’s above the law.”
“The Daily Planet criticizing those who think they’re above the law is 
hypocritical, wouldn’t you say. Considering every time your hero saves 
a cat out of a tree, you write a puff piece editorial about an alien, who 
if he wanted to, could burn the whole place down...” 
“Most of the world doesn’t share your opinion Mr. Wayne.” --Clark 
Kent to Bruce Wayne
 

“...Count the dead. (war on terror) Thousands of people. What’s next? 
He has the power to wipe out the entire human race, and if we believe 
there is even a 1% chance that he is our enemy, we have to take it 

as an absolute certainty. And we have to destroy him.” --Bruce 
Wayne to Alfred

Can we prevent an escala-
tion of the wars so as to 
avoid severance between 
the military minded right 
and anti-war American left?

“Who pays for the drones 
that pass over our heads?” --African Warlord 
“I heard a noise, like the sky cracked open. He came down, so 
many dead.”  “He’ll never answer to you. He answers to no one. 
Not even I think to God.” --Female African Witness at Super-
man’s Hearing
“We’re criminals Alfred. We’ve always been criminals. Nothing’s 
changed. “ --Bruce Wayne to Alfred
“The world has been so caught up with what superman can 
do, that none has asked what he should do.”  “Are there any 
moral constraints on this person? We have international law.” 
--Senator Finch 
“You know the oldest lie in America senator?  That power can 
be innocent.” --Lex Luthor to Senator Finch

Is it possible for America to become a hero on the world stage 
without also becoming a villain?

“Twenty years of fighting criminals amounts to nothing?” 
--Alfred  “Criminals are like weeds Alfred. Pull one up, another 
grows in its place.” --Bruce Wayne

Might this be a commentary 
on the futility of fighting the 
war on terror? Kill one terror-
ist and their numbers only 
seem to double and even 
triple. 

Devastation of Gotham & Metropolis

Devastation
of Syria


